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by Tom Crain

W
hen Dan Dahlkemper, 
owner and president of 
Dahlkemper Landscape 
Architects and Contrac-

tors in Erie, Pa., was being interviewed for 
this article, he was cleaning up a couple 
feet of water from a freak July flood result-
ing from a slow-moving thunderstorm 
that came down with a vengeance along 
the southern shores of Lake Erie. With-
out flood insurance, he has already had to 
invest $40,000 of his own money just for 
the immediate clean up. Eight of his em-
ployees lost their vehicles and his business 
has been closed for about a week.

He also recently lost his most valuable 
employee, his wife Kathy, who is now the 
U.S. congresswoman for the 3rd District 
of Pennsylvania covering the northwest-
ern part of the state, including the city 
of Erie where his company is headquar-
tered. For 11 years, the Dahlkempers have 
operated the business, which his father 
established in 1955. Today, the company 
serves customers in New York and New 
Jersey, as well as Pennsylvania. The com-
pany has 40 employees and $3 million in 
annual revenues.

Dahlkemper admits that during his 
wife’s transition to Washington, the 
business has been off a bit, but is now 
recovering. “It’s difficult to replace the 
contributions Kathy has made to our 
landscaping business,” he says. “She was 
integral to the day-to-day operations, 
serving as director of human resources 
and special projects. I’ve had to take on 
many of her responsibilities including 
marketing and business management.”

The Dahlkemper duo has always 
worked well as a team in their landscaping business. Dahlkemper calls himself the 
visionary with the big ideas and creative thoughts, and his wife Kathy the pragmatic 
one, able to take his ideas and implement them. “When one of us is down, the other 
is up,” he explains. “We cover for each other.” 

Dahlkemper Landscape offers custom landscape design, landscape architecture and 
construction services, along with holiday lighting options to high-end clients. There 

are two registered landscape architects on 
staff to provide services such as site plan-
ning, commercial and residential devel-
opment, bank stabilization and irrigation 
and erosion control solutions. With four 
construction crews, the company installs 
landscapes, paving and retaining walls, 
water gardens and drainage and erosion 
control methods. Landscape manage-
ment crews are available for cleanup and 
mowing, tree care and trimming and 
fertilizing and disease control, as well 
as miscellaneous services, such as bulb 
planting, lawn aeration and deer protec-
tion. It operates with a 50/50 commercial 
vs. residential mix. 

Kathy has always been a community 
and civic leader, spending her adult life 
working to improve the community 
through numerous projects including 
the development of the Lake Erie Ar-
boretum at Frontier Park (LEAF) where 
she became director and vice president 
of the board of directors. Since 1997, she 
was responsible for securing over $2 mil-
lion in public and private funding for the 
arboretum and coordinated daily opera-
tions including programming, market-
ing, fundraising, site management and 
collaboration with government, civic 
and private partners.

“Kathy never had the political bug,” 
explains Dahlkemper. “She was just 
always involved in high-profile envi-
ronmental and educational projects to 
improve the community.”  

In 2006, the Dahlkempers attend-
ed a high school fundraiser when a 
friend of theirs who was involved in 

local politics happened to mention that the Democratic Party was looking for a 
candidate to oppose the vulnerable incumbent of 14 years, Bill English. “Kathy 
laughed about it at first, but everyone we talked to thought it was a good idea, 
except Kathy’s mother,” jokes Dahlkemper.  

Finally confident, Kathy announced her candidacy for the U.S. House in October 
2007. This was to be her first run for political office. Her main campaign platform 

Mrs. Dahlkemper 
Goes to Washington 
The green industry’s first member of 
U.S. Congress stands up for small business

Kathy Dahlkemper is the Green Industry’s 
first member of U.S. Congress.
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Dahlkemper Landscape Architects and Contractors did the landscaping at this lakeside 
property in Erie, Pa.




